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Deer Inspects Jowonio’s Trike Town! 
 
Syracuse, NY - A friendly deer has been making daily visits to the construction site of 

Jowonio School’s Trike Town!  On September 24, the curious creature ventured onto the 

track to peer through the tunnel, perhaps looking for the pre-school children who will 

soon be riding their trikes on this unique outdoor facility for riding, physical therapy, 

performances, and social learning.  

 

“One of the most appealing aspects of our location is the land that surrounds us”, says 

Jowonio School Director Ellen Barnes.  “In the midst of the city we have wildlife and 

woods, where children can experience the joy of the seasons, explore nature, and learn 

to be caretakers of their environment.”    

 

Trike Town began as a wish by Barnes and the school’s therapy staff, who envisioned 

turning an unused hillside behind the school into a tricycle path that would complement 

the site’s natural beauty, while serving as a therapy and play space for children. 

 

Trike riding is an ideal activity for developing a range of gross motor skills, as well as 

endurance, balance and general coordination in young children.  Jowonio School serves 

180 young children, approximately 35% with special needs.  The staff knew that a well-

designed track would benefit all the children at Jowonio, and would be particularly 

helpful for those with physical and developmental challenges.   

 

Jowonio’s Trike Town will include almost 400 feet of paved track that will pass by shops 

on a child-sized "Main Street", go through a village park, under and over a tunnel, past a 

bog, and beside a barn.  Crosswalks and road signs will help build awareness of road 

safety. At one end of Trike Town, a child-sized stage will be surrounded by an 

amphitheater area, which will also function as a perfect slope for sledding in the winter 

months. 



 

Trike Town was designed by the architectural firm of A.J. Miller & Associates, and is 

being built by Lee Construction.  More than $100,000 in support for the project has come 

from a variety of sources, including the Allyn Foundation, the John Ben Snow 

Foundation, and the Central New York Community Foundation, as well as from 

numerous local corporations, businesses, families and individuals.  Students from 

SUNY-ESF and the Empire State Carpenters Apprenticeship Program are among 

several community groups that have volunteered their expertise.  An additional $40,000 

is still needed to complete Trike Town. 

 

As a premier facility, and the only one of its kind in Central New York, Trike Town will 

benefit Jowonio students for many years to come.  It will help to foster an interest in 

cycling as a life-long activity, increasing the fitness level for all, including those with 

special needs. Trike Town will also promote social skills development, a paramount goal 

for children on the autism spectrum, by providing plenty of opportunities for imaginative 

play, turn taking, and fun activity alongside typical peers. 

 

Trike Town is scheduled to open in spring 2009, coinciding with the schools’ 40th 

anniversary year.  In the meantime, our friendly deer will keep a close eye on its 

development! 

 

Photo below:  A friendly deer inspects the construction site of Jowonio’s Trike Town. 



 

 
 

Founded in 1969, Jowonio School is a non-profit school serving children with a wide 

range of abilities both in home and school-based programs.  Our mission is to provide 

model inclusive programs for young children, where diversity is celebrated and all are 

free to learn and grow.   
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