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CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON JOWONIO’S TRIKE TOWN!
Trike Parade Kicked-Off Ground-Breaking Ceremony

Syracuse — A festive Trike Parade , complete with colorful hardhats, music, balloons, bubbles,
and ice cream, launched the construction of Jowonio’s exciting new Trike Town Project!

On Tuesday, June 3, an official Ground-Breaking Ceremony was held at Jowonio School, soon
to become the home of the only trike track of its kind in Central New York. Following the
delightful pre-school parade, major funders of the project, including Meg O’Connell and Libby
Soderberg of the Allyn Foundation, Jonathan Snow Jr., of the John Ben Snow Foundation, and
John Eberle of the Central New York Community Foundation, were the first to hoist shovels and

“break the ground” for this marvelous project.

A long-time dream of Jowonio School Director Ellen Barnes and her therapy staff, Trike Town
will be a unique outdoor facility for trike riding, physical therapy, performances, and social
learning for young children. Trike riding is an ideal activity for developing a range of gross
motor skills, as well as endurance, balance and general coordination, and is particularly helpful

for children with special needs.

Jowonio’s Trike Town will include almost 400 feet of paved trike path that will pass by shops on
a child-sized "Main Street", go through a village park, under and over a tunnel, past a bog, and
beside a barn. Crosswalks and road signs will help build awareness of road safety. At one end
of Trike Town, a child-sized stage will be surrounded by an amphitheater providing audience
seating for spontaneous and planned performances, and also serving as a perfect slope for

sledding in the winter months.

Designed by the architectural firm of A.J. Miller & Associates, Trike Town will be a premier
facility benefiting Jowonio students for many years to come. With more attention focused on

increasing the fitness level for all, but particularly within the special needs populations, Trike



Town will help to foster an interest in cycling as a life-long activity. Trike Town will also promote
social skills development, a paramount goal for children on the autism spectrum, by providing

plenty of opportunities for imaginative play, turn taking, and being active alongside typical peers.

With construction now underway by Lee Construction of Skaneateles, a bulldozer, excavator,
back-hoe and dump trucks are providing considerable entertainment for children, teachers and
parents! Photos of the progress on the construction site are being regularly updated on

Jowonio’s website <www.jowonio.org>.

Jowonio’s Trike Town is projected to cost $130,000, and more than 80% of the funding goal has
been reached to date. Along with the Allyn Foundation and the John Ben Snow Foundation,
major contributors include the Central New York Community Foundation, the Greene-Milstein
Foundation, the Rotary Club of Dewitt, Performance by Design, the Stanley B. Pennock VFW
Post 2893, Lockheed-Martin, Goetzmann & Associates, Louise Lantzy, Candace & John D.
Marsellus, T.H. Kinsella, and Industrial Contracting, Inc. Numerous individuals and families

have also helped support Trike Town, and additional contributions are still welcome!

Founded in 1969, Jowonio School is a non-profit school serving children with a wide range of
abilities both in home and school-based programs. Jowonio’s mission is to provide model
inclusive programs for young children, where diversity is celebrated and all are free to learn and
grow.

Photo 1: Greyson Fesko, a student in Jowonio’s Koala Room, is thrilled to ride in the
Trike Parade. (A higher resolution photo is attached.)

Photo 2: Jowonio students and staff enjoy a Trike Parade, complete with bubbles!



(A higher resolution photo is attached.)
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