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Three Community Leaders & 18 Staff Members Honored for Years of
Educational Service
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Syracuse, NY — Jowonio School and Friends of Jowonio were pleased to honor community leaders
and staff at Friends, Flowers & All That Jazz, a unique fundraising event in support of Jowonio
School, held on May 21 at the Stickley, Audi & Co. Showroom.

Ellen Barnes , Jowonio School Director, presented awards to community members who have been
leaders in the field of early education, inclusion, and service to families. Peter Knoblock , founder of
Jowonio School, was honored for his pioneering work on inclusion. Kathi Esposito , Director of Main
Street School in North Syracuse, was commended for her career in early education for children with
disabilities. The CNY ASA (Autism Society of America) was honored for its work in support of families

of children with autism.

Jowonio School employs approximately 100 full-time and part-time staff. The following staff members
received recognition for their years of service to the school: 25 years - Joy Casey ; 20 years -
Brenda Cafarelli, Lori Lawless, Lori Saile ; 15 years — Susan Blanchard, Beth Snyder ; 10 years —
Kristin Jackson, Jenny O’Hara Callaghan ; 5 years - Julie Forget, Alissa Friedman, Connie
Hallenbeck, Cynthia Johnson, Jed Kissane, Amy Kelly |, Maripat Murphy, Gen Pandori, Sylvia
White .

Founded in 1969, Jowonio School is a non-profit school serving children with a wide range of abilities
both in home and school-based programs. Jowonio’s mission is to provide model inclusive programs

for young children, where diversity is celebrated and all are free to learn and grow.



Photo 1: Erin McLane-Gwin, Sharon Salvo, and Kristine O’'Brien of CNY ASA, honored for service to

families.

Photo 2: Ellen Barnes and Susan Blanchard, recognized for 15 years of service to Jowonio School.






